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Garremt Food Situstion in Albsais, ORR Project 21.652

1. &s per your raquest the reply %o Subject project has besn
srranged in & question and enswer form as followst

.

ont information on ilbanias's food conditions
dcations of Albsnis's food

Although mo firm quentitative estimateshave beer made of
the 1954 egricultursl prodiction and availabllity of
food in ~lbania there is reason to balieve that the
production of gres as well ss other food orops
should be equal to lsaat yeac. The weather was
favorebles for both development and harvest of ccops

the 19535k cultursl yesr. Ths production
of major crops in 1953 es compared with prowsr was
as follows in thousands of metric tons:

shortages snd/or famine.

1933-37 av. 1953

Whe at 0 103.0
Rye L.0 3.3
Barlay 60\9 8&5
Qats 10.0 9-5
Corn 127.0 125.0
Rice - 4.0
Sugar beets - 53.7
Potatoes 2.0 3.6

Ststemonts by Albanisn o ficials have given mo indleation

of a food shortage for the current consumption yeur or a short

fall in sgricultural production.
results for 19

The third quartser plen
54 showad thet sside from corn and potatoes,

the sowing plan for braesd grains {wheat and rye) and vegstables
was overfulfilled; corn planting plen was fulfilled by 98.3

percent and potatoss by 98,8 percent.

At the end of October

it was officially announcad that collections of wheat and
gorn wars sstailfactory.

Bven Hoxhs, in a gpeach Hovember 28, 1954, cleimed that

the 1954 wheat preduction was 180.8 percent more then in
1938, 7This would calculate to be & production of 109.5
thousand tons, or slightly higher than 1953,
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Therefors, based on the above discussion there is no
resson to bellaeve that there & presently an abnormel food
shortage in Albania, It should be peinted out that except
for Zast Germeny, slbania is the only suropesn satellite that
has not eliminated rationing, The Party press and refugee
reports heve consistently complainad that even ration card
holders ars unable at times to obtaln such staples as bread,
rice, sugar, cheese, milk, and vegotable oil. This has been
& normal situstion since the Communists took ovar the country.
it is belleved thet the fued consumption ysars (July-June)
195051 and 1952-53 were wor:ze tham the presant.

b. d being supplied Albania by Orbit
B

uat of foo
ilng Chi

&3. Albenian food imports consist primarily of grains
with smaller quentities of suger, starch, and coffes.
In 1953-5 Albanis imported spproximstely 100,000 tons
of grain (80 psrcent wheat) compered to an avarage
24,000 tons for the prewar period 193638, Bulgerie
has been supplying approximately 50 percent of the
grain imports whils Rumania and the U532 aupply the
bilece, In December 1954 Communist China granted
Albsnis = gift of 20,000 tons of wheat, 2,000 tons of
rics, and 2,000 tons of sugar. It is astimasted that
Bulgaria and the USSR will comtimue to export sizeable
Quantitles of grain to albanis to fulfili her require-
mente during 195455,

Cy %bmh*s food habits; what are tha staple items inm their

g, The national dist is simple in character, made up largel.
of cereals (represent 75 pervent of total caloric int ake )
mes%, vegstables, fruilt in seagon, olive oil, and sheep's
nlik. Pork mest and tats, and wine are not in demand
singe approximately ;a percent of the population is
Moslem, Gorn (malze) is eaten by the rural population,
while wheat bread ig normally comsumed by the urban and
coastal populstions.

The prewar average dally food comsumption in terms of
odloriss vas estimated to be aoproximataly 2,000 caloriss
. and in 1953-5L it was 1,900 caloriss. 4s compsrsd to
prewar there is more wheat bread being :onsumed, but leas
aninmal protein and vegetabls fats, The diat has not only
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decressed in total calorles but also in quslity. In the
less prosparcus reglons and smong the poorer claases,

sotion is below the 1,900 calorias and as in prewar,
gtarvation is not ancommon, sspscially in poor harvest
yours.

¢, Which items smong the steples sre in relatively short supply?

ms. Vegetable olls ani fats have besn in short supply. for

' several years. There 1s mo indicstion that the Sovist

Bloo has supplied sy in recenmt yesrs, Maat and sugsr
on has alsc been below prewar levels and the

& . demand has probably increased with sxpunsion of
the industrial populstion. Although there may be pariodic
shortagss of bread, it is ssiimated that stocks and
imports of grain are sufficlent to cover requlrenants for
195585, Trenspoitation and the buresucratic complexity
of the govermment hmmperz effective distribution of food-
stulfs., As a result psasants in the norihern part of
the country may suffer serisus shostsges of bread before »”
spring 1f the corn crop wss balow normsl(B8 presently modh
satinzted, .

L m;;:m Albanis, if sny, are most affectec by food
% Sgss

mp. Normally the administrative distrist of Tirane is seriously
daficlent in foodstuffs espscially graln. It dapends upon
the main sgricultural producing districis of Kerce Duraszzo,
sod Berat, together with foreign imports for yrain require-
BaRtS . v critical distriote include Kukee in the
Northeoest snd Shkoder in the Horthwest. The nomally low
foodstuffs svailable in the othsr districts ars partiadly
offwet by reduced standards of comsumption and greater
relisnce on wild game, nuts, and home grown fraits and
vegotables., Since bread iz the main steple of the pessant
dist, in years of poor harvests he probably suifirs more
than the urban popilation who nermally zre supplled from
imports., Howevar, other foods such as milk, mest, eggs,
and vagotables would be in shorter supply im the citles
than villages.

£, How much ol % food in short supply would be a ressopsble
smount Lo olfer? ' '

. To incresse par ceplta availsbilities to prewar levels the
Following smounts of [oodst.ills would be required:

E‘Lg Vegstable oils - 3,000 to 5,000 metric tons
2) Hutton aud goat mest - 5,000 metric tons
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2. The limited sources avallable for supplying incormeiion on the
Albanlan sgricultural productionm and food situstion prevent giving a
detalled and accurats picture. Therefore the zbove information is
sulmitted with mamy reservations,

idr 2
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